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On the Road - Reading 

Read the following text about Sharon Brown, a lorry driver. Then answer the 

questions.  
 

Introducing Sharon Brown 

 

Sharon Brown always had an unusual ambition – she wanted to be a lorry driver. 

Now, Sharon leads the 

life of which she has 

always dreamed. Once 

or twice a week she 

drives an LGV (Large 

Goods Vehicle) across 

long distances, 

delivering large loads to 

distant places. 

After years of trying to discourage her, Sharon’s friends and family finally gave in, realising 

how determined she was. 

Training for lorry drivers can start only at the age of 21, so Sharon took a course in electrical 

engineering first and then worked for a haulage company until she was able to start the LGV 

training. Later on, she took a test that allowed her to drive articulated lorries. She passed all 

her tests first time. 

Nowadays, she’s away from home for three to five days at a time, travelling all over Europe. 

 

 

On the next two pages are extracts from a diary Sharon kept on a 

journey to Spain, transporting a load of tennis balls for the Spanish 

Open tennis championship. She wrote a few lines at most of her 

stopping points.  
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Sharon’s Diary 
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On the Road – Comprehension questions 
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Making Inferences 

Directions: Read each passage and then respond to the questions. Each question will ask you to make a 
logical inference based on textual details. Explain your answer by referencing the text. 
 

Ryan was looking forward to sleeping over at his friend Robert's house. Though they had been classmates 
for a while, the two had only recently become good friends. Ryan packed up his sleeping bag, a pillow, and 
a few of his favorite toys and games, and then his mom dropped him off at Robert's. Robert met Ryan on 
the porch and the two did their secret handshake and started playing right away. First they played pirates 
in Robert's tree fort. Next they played ninjas in the driveway. Then it started getting dark and they went 
inside of Robert's house. As soon as they walked in the house, Ryan's eyes starting getting red and itchy. 
He saw a big orange cat sitting on the couch. Then he started sneezing uncontrollably. "I'm sorry, Robert. 
It's been a lot of fun, but I have to call my mom." 
 
1. Why do Ryan's eyes get red and itchy when he walks into Robert's house?  
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
How do you know this?  
 
 

 
2. Why does Ryan want to call his mother?  
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
How do you know this?  
 
 

 

"William, don't forget your towel!" Mom shouted as she applied sunblock on the baby. William threw the 
folding chairs in the back of the minivan and shouted through the garage door, "OK Mom!" He then ran up 
and grabbed his towel. "Georgie!" William shouted. There was no response. Mom packed the baby up into 
the car seat. "William, can you help me with his umbrella?" William ran down the stairs, almost tripping 
over a chew toy, and then he helped his mother load the large umbrella in the minivan. "Mom, I can't find 
Georgie," William said. His mother shrugged and replied, "That's OK, William. He probably shouldn't come 
with us anyway." 
 
3. Where are Mom and William going?  
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

How do you know this?  
 
 

 
4. Who is Georgie?  
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

How do you know this?  
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As the teacher brought the class back from the washroom, he noticed that Alvin and Elijah were nowhere to be 
seen. He asked the class, "Has anyone seen Alvin or Elijah?" Most of the students confirmed that they had not 
seen them, except for Rodney, who remained silent while tapping his foot on the floor anxiously. The teacher 
noticed this. "Rodney, do you happen to know where your best buddies Alvin and Elijah went?" Rodney looked 
away and said, "Nah, I haven't seen them." The teacher notified the office of the missing students. An 
announcement was made over the PA system and a few minutes later, Alvin and Elijah returned to class. Both 
of them were very sweaty and Elijah was carrying a basketball. "Sorry we took so long. We had to use the 
bathroom," said Elijah. "Yeah," chimed in Alvin, "it took longer than we thought." 
 

5. What were Alvin and Elijah doing while they were gone?  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

How do you know this?  
 

 

6. Why was Rodney acting so strangely?  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

How do you know this?  
 

 

7. Will the teacher believe Alvin and Elijah's story? 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

How do you know this?  
 

 

Tony walked out of the shopping mall with his arms full of bags and the sun shining on him. As he approached 
his car, he started awkwardly feeling around his pockets with his arm full of bags. He did not find what he was 
looking for so he transferred the bags on one arm to the other arm, which already had bags. Tony had a lot of 
bags on one arm. He still couldn't find what he was looking for. Now he dropped the bags and plunged both 
hands desperately into all of the pockets on his jeans. With a look of despair, Tony ran to his car. He tried to 
open the door, but it was locked. Then he saw something on the passenger seat of the car. He stopped looking 
and pulled his phone out of his pocket. 
 

8. Why does Tony get so frantic?  
 
 

How do you know this?  

 
 

9. What does Tony see on the passenger seat? _______________________________________ 
 

How do you know this?  

 
 

 

10. Why is Tony getting on the phone? ___________________________________________________ 
 

How do you know this?  
 
 

. 

 


